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SUBJECTK GOP PURCHASE OF ISRAELI EXECUTIVE JET 

REF: PANAMA 691 

1. COPA GENERAL MANAGER CARRIZO INFORMED EMBOFFS THAT 
ISRAELI WESTWIND EXECUTIVE JET (10 PASSENGER) 

HAS BEEN PURCHASED BY GOP FOR $1.3 MILLION AND WILL BE IN 
SERVICE WITHIN 10 DAYS. JET WILL BE OPERATED BY COPA AND, 

IN EFFORT TO RECOUP OPERATING EXPENSES. WILL BE AVAILABLE 
FOR CHARTER WHEN NOT REQUIRED BY GENERAL TORRIJOS OR FOR 
OTHER OFFICIAL USE. 

2. COMMENT: AIRCRAFT UTILIZED BY GENERAL TORRIJOS UP TO 
NOW ARE ALOS NORMALLY FLOWN BY CIVILIAN PILOTS, WHO ARE, 
HOWEVER, EMPLOYEES OF PANAMANIAN AIR FORCE. CHOICE OF 
COPA TO OPERATE LATEST GOP ACQUISITION UNDOUBTEDLY 
INFLUENCED BY GENERAL'S LONG-STANDING FRIENDSHIP WITH 
CARRIZO. 
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